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Unit 9 Communities of Enquiry

A compilation of processes and
reflections of this project

@Narmeen Wasim - Year 3
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01I first questioned my interest and formed the mindmap on the right. 
From this I made the connection between my personal interest in 
reading and my design interest in publication. I thought about somae 
of  the books that I have read recently and realised that I have read 
quite a few that were recommended from BookTok. 

This lead me to do my ography research on BookTok.On the left are 
the notes I took of  my ideas and what I discovered through my re-
search. The circled phrases are what I thought could be my potential 
enquiry topics

Doing the orgaphy research made me think about what I want to 
achieve as a designer and what are my goals for my future practice. 
It is easy to get swept up in projects and assignments that you forget 
to think about what it is you actually want to do as a designer. I have 
done a variety of  projects from typography-focused to videography, 
but I did not have a piece of  publication work that I would want to 
put into my portfolio. Linkaing that to my design-enquiry will not 
only help me build my portfolio, but also allow me to work on some-
thing I am passionate about.

Finding the topic for my
Ography & research notes

Reflection

@Research Process

Chapter 1 Ography
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Chapter 2 Written Enquiry

Enquiry Discussion
@Tutorial

Before coming to the tutorial, I had a discussion with a friend about 
BookTok which helped expand my Ography notes on pages 2 and 3. 
The added notes are seen in red and the notes from the tutorial are 
seen in blue.

This tutorial allowed me to connect the dots between my notes and 
what I want to enquire. Plan B really liked my idea of  writing a novel 
of  tropes which will be a challenge, however it will be a good addition 
to my portfolio because I would like publishing to be a big part of  my 
future practice.

Reflection

My Point:
Tropes should be a 
plot device and not the 
foundation of a story
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Chapter 2 Written Enquiry

500-Word Proposal
@Tutorial

Writing this proposal helped me narrow down my key points that I 
would like to address within my enquiry. It allowed me to think about 
my point and how it relates to what I have researched. This then will 
be useful for my written essay as it can be used as the foundation. 
Making the connection of  computer-generated fiction in my pro-
posal, I got the idea to incorporate computer generated-fiction into 
my novel and see if  the audience can find the difference between my 
writing and an AI. I was struggling with trying to find niche refer-
ences specific to BookTok but Baki gave me good advice on how to 
broaden my research.

During the tutorial, Baki told me that I have a strong research ques-
tion and my topic is quite streamlined with clear intentions but it can 
be slightly expanded to add in how it relates to the wider context. She 
mentioned researching on parallel methods of  how algorithms drive 
what is being produced.

She asked me to question why these algorithms exist in the first place 
and why are we falling for it? How does it relate to human nature and 
wanting to believe in certain narratives and its connection to tropes. 
She also suggested to do some research on the supply and demand 
of  authorship and why tiktok is such a big instigator for this demand 
for tropes.

Reflection
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Chapter 2 Written Enquiry

For my first 2,500 word draft submission, I chose to write out an ex-
tensive outline of  my essay. I thought it would be a good idea to have 
all of  my points mapped out in order to gain as much feedback as I 
could on the content of  my essay.

During the tutorial, Baki agreed that I had a strong skeleton of  my 
essay and to keep the level of  criticality that can already be seen in 
my writing. She suggested to start focusing on the narrative as she 
would like to see how it would flow as an actual essay. Though my 
research is strong, she mentioned that adding more nuance and opin-
ions to the essay would help elevate it. Lastly, she told me to think 
about how I would like to design my essay.

2,500 Draft Feedback &
Designing a Novel

@Tutorial & Design Process
I decided to section my enquiry like a novel with prologue being 
the introduction, followed by chapters that will seperate each point 
I would like to make, and the epilogue would be the conclusion. In 
terms of  design, to take it one step further, I decided that the physical 
copy of  my essay should be in the form of  a novel. Annotating books 
has become a popular hobby on BookTok with many content crea-
tors showing their audience how they annotate and what tabs they 
use. Therefore, I thought adding this element into the design of  my 
essay would tie in well with the subject of  my enquiry.

Reflection

BookTok is a community of  users on TikTok whose con-
tent focuses on books and literature. One might say it is “a sanctu-
ary for literature lovers of  all kinds” (Lansom, 2022) With an ex-
tensive audience that hits almost 13 billion views, it is futile to deny 
its popularity. The content creators on BookTok have found their 
niche in producing short videos on the novels they adore or have 
recently read; giving their audience a peek into the stories that 
have captured their attention. It would be false to imply that Book-
Tok is one of  its kind and the only social media platform to have 
gained a sub-community of  readers when YouTube (BookTube) 
and Instagram (Bookstagram) also exist. Before BookTok, readers 
would provide thoughts on their currents reads through long-form 
videos on BookTube or captions under aesthetically photographed 
books on Bookstagram. However, BookTok should receive credit 
where it’s due – the significant impact it has had on the publishing 
industry as compared to its predecessors. Booktok has influenced 
viewers who either read as children and want to rekindle their love 
for reading, or those who have not read a book for leisure and are 
not sure where to begin. This new “mainstream” popularity for 

reading has noticeably caused a rise in book sales where “four of  
the top five young adult bestsellers in 2021 had been driven by the 
BookTok trend.” (BBC, 2022) Booktok rebels against the notion 
of  reading being solely for the academics or pretentious literary 
enthusiasts, and promotes the mindset of  just reading what gives 
you joy. If  picking a book with a cartoon cover like The Spanish 
Love Deception by Elena Armas is what gets you out of  a reading 
slump, then that is as valid as someone who enjoys reading a classic 
like Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte. At this stage, it would be time 
to ask what makes BookTok different from BookTube? They are 
both video-based media platforms with an overlapping audience, 
but it is the content of  these videos that makes their engagement 
so different. While BookTube gives its creators the time to go into 
deep discussions of  a novel, BookTok’s limited timeframe forces 
creators to carefully pick what they would like to share in order 
to pique their viewer’s interest with guaranteed success. This has 
caused most BookTok creators to use well-loved tropes present in 
their favourite reads as a strategy to produce viral-worthy videos. 
Like any other marketing tool, it is not exempt from having an 
influence on its audience and it begs the question; how has it im-
pacted the reading community and its authors?

Prologue
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05The feedback I received after my 5,000 word submission was that 
Plan B liked the structure of  my essay — the separation of  parts into 
chapters, and that it has a good flow that is easy to understand. They 
suggested that I should elaborate on the compairson of  BookTok’s 
recommendations and old formats of  recommendation. They said 
it seems like BookTok is an in between of  a synopsis and a recom-
mendation and perhaps I should add this idea in the essay somehow. 
Overall they thought it was a proper review of  BookTok’s system and 
that I should think of  how I could take it further to a professional 
level.

On the right is a sample of  how I outlined my essay with notes on 
the parts that would be highlighted and annotated by hand once I 
bring it into InDesign. The bullet points in green are what I will be 
annotating by hand.

I adjusted my essay according to the feedback given by Plan B and 
had a think about how I would like to present it. In keeping with the 
novel theme, I thought presenting it professionally as a penguin clas-
sic would be the optimal method of  turning it into a physical object.

I also gave my friends a link to my essay to gain some feedback from 
them and was told that I speak about tropes a lot and the importance 
of  it may not make sense to someone who has not interracted with 
fandom culture which is also quite trope-heavy. I therefore decided 
to add in an “Author’s Note” section before the prologue with a little 
explanation of  Fandom Culture.

Reflection

5,000 Draft Feedback
@Tutorial

Chapter 2 Written Enquiry
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06I did some research on the designer for Penguin Clothbound Classics, 
Coralie Bickford-Smith. “Each clothbound Classic design features 
the same icon on repeat. The selection involves a monastic-sounding 
process in which Bickford-Smith delves into the era of  the book’s 
creation or setting, as well as the test itself. Below are 2 examples of  
the designs and their meanings.

Following this style of  patterned design, I made two drafts of  how 
the covers could look. The chosen design would be screenprinted 
onto bookcloth to create a seamless design on the hardcover. I used 
the sillhouette of  the TikTok logo and a book to represent the topic 
of  my enquiry.

A skein of  garlic flowers like those woven around 
women’s necks for protection in the story.

The scissors represent the ‘pivotal’ moment Jo cuts 
off her hair which the designer thought changed the 
‘feel of  the book’.

Cover Design
@Research & Design Process

Chapter 2 Written Enquiry

I chose the second design because the first looked a little like floating 
moustaches. Creating these designs made me realise that sometimes 
a good design does not have to be overly elaborate. The simplicity 
of  a repeated pattern can be a good outcome when done well with 
good quality printing as evidenced by the popularity of  the Penguin 
Clothbound Classics.

Reflection
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07These are images from the process of  creating the hardcovers, screen-
printing the designs, and bookbinding the pages to form my enquiry.

In order for the book to look like a real Clothbound Classic, I added 
the copyright section that is placed in every novel and a dedication 
page. Below are samples of  my final enquiry designed pages.

Book Binding
@Realisation

Chapter 2 Written Enquiry

I thought using colours inspired by the TikTok logo would add a 
link to the contents of  the enquiry and the cover. I really liked how 
it turned out because the screenprinted design gave it a professional 
Penguin Clothbound Classic look. I decided to keep both the colours 
as an outcome.

Reflection
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Chapter 3 Community Brief

Organising a Zine Fair
@Introduction

We first took a look at a collection of  zines and how they can come in 
different forms and sizes. We were then grouped into different nodes 
and I picked to be part of  organisation and logistics for the Zine Fair.

After lunch we went out onto the courtyard and all of  us wrote down 
the theme of  our enquiry and tried to link them together through 
adding keywords.

Looking at the different zines made me realise that a zine does not 
equal to a standard paper magazine/booklet. It can be anything 
physical that communicates an idea. I will keep this in mind to not 
restrict myself  to the traditional “zine” and pick a printed outcome 
that best supports my theme.

The exercise of  connecting our themes together showed me that the 
most unlikely themes can have underlying similarities. For example, 
economic migration links to diasporic communities which can ulti-
mately link to my theme, “tropes in stories” because having a mi-
nority side character is a common trope. This shows how the layers 
within our own themes that can be discovered through collaboration.

Reflection
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Chapter 3 Community Brief

Turning Proposals into Zines
@Workshop

For this week, we first exchanged our proposals and wrote feedback 
on ways we thought our groupmates could improve. We then learned 
different ways of  bookbinding and looked at some sample zines that 
people had brought in. After lunch, we were given half  an hour to 
make a zine inspired by the contents of  our 500 word proposal.

Exchanging our proposals allowed me to understand the projects of  
those around me and by giving them advice on how they could im-
prove their proposals, it made me think of  my own in a more objec-
tive lense. Turning our proposals into zines made me narrow down 
my the key points of  my project and showed me that a zine can be 
something as simple as an impromptu curation of  ideas.

Reflection
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Would you like a side of Plot 
with your Tropes?

@Writing My Own Brief

Chapter 4 Self-Directed Brief

See Translation

Original sound
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Would you 
like a side 
of Plot 
with your 
Tropes?

Concept Information Tasks

Deliverables

Schedule & Deadlines

Research Notes

Objective

Audience

BookTok is a TikTok sub-community of readers who 
use the platform to review books they have read. 
These clips commonly use quotes or list tropes in a 
book to entice the audience without giving away any 
significant information about the book’s plot. Due to 
the time-constraint on TikTok videos, there is more 
focus on how a book made a creator feel and the 
tropes present in the book rather than the book’s plot 
itself. The method of reviewing books this way has 
been termed as “Trope Marketing”.

The rise of trope marketing on BookTok has changed 
the way we discuss books. With novels being reduced 
to the tropes or cliches contained within them, read-
ers are not given the true essence of a book and what 
it represents. This can lead to misguided assumptions 
on the storyline, which to a reader, can either be a 
pleasant surprise or complete disappointment.

Additionally, trope marketing has also influenced 
the way authors approach storytelling. In order to 
gain traction from BookTok’s audience, tropes are 
becoming the plotpoint of a story rather than a tool. 
So what does that say about the future of storytelling 
and authorship? 

1. Write a 6000-Word Essay on the impacts of Trope 
Marketing
2. To produce a series of short stories which satirises 
BookTok’s infatuation with tropes and cliches.

• This will be a parody/exaggeration of the side 
of BookTok that relies on trope marketing
• The story will include every trope that is 
well-known and loved on BookTok to show that 
tropes should indeed be a tool to further a plot 
rather than the foundation of a story

3. To create 1-3 tiktok videos using a popular ed-
it-style on BookTok that promotes the short stories.

1. Written Essay - 6,000 Words
2. Design Outcomes - Publication + Tiktok
3. Zine Fair Outcome
4. Process Book - 35 Pages - Research, Testing, Exper-
imentation, Outcomes, Reflection

07 Nov - Essay Outline
14 Nov - Essay Draft 1: 2,500 words
20 Nov - Draft outline of Stories + tiktok
27 Nov - Draft cover design + final stories
02 Dec - Essay Draft 2: 5,000 words
09 Jan - Final cover design + story edits
12 Jan - All Deliverables

1. Case Studies
• Lightlark by Alex Aster
• The Poppy War by RF Kuang
• A Little Life by Hanya Yanagihara
• Ali Hazelwood as an author

2. References
• Reading beyond the book: The social practic-
es or contemporary literary culture by Fuller, 
Danielle
• Book and social media: How the digital age is 
shaping the printed word by Johnson, Miriam J.
• Seducing the subconscious: The psychology of 
emotional influence in advertising

The objective of this brief is to encourage the audi-
ence to engage on BookTok with a more critical lens 
and think about how this method of marketing may 
be doing a disservice to the books and authors who 
wrote them. It should also generate discussion  about 
the domino effect Trope Marketing has on the con-
cept of storytelling and authorship.

Readers who are part of the BookTok community 
that enjoy BookTok’s content without questioning 
its impact on the wider publishing industry and 
readership.

I had decided quite early on of  the Unit that my final outcome would 
be a piece of  creative writing that satires BookTok’s obsession with 
Tropes. Therefore, my design outcome was already set in motion. I 
desgined my self-directed brief  to have the title as it would appear on 
TikTok, to keep in theme of  my project.

Having the brief  mapped out gave me assurance that there is a point 
to my project. Anyone would have doubts about the purpose of  their 
idea and whether it is even valid and I felt that reflecting on it and 
writing out clear objectives really solidified it in a way that I would 
not have been able to if  I had not done this. It also make me think of  
my audience and the purpose of  why this is relevant to them. Overall 
it was a good exercise and in a way taught us responsibility of  our 
own tasks and meeting the deadlines we set ourselves

Reflection
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Chapter 4 Self-Directed Brief

Though I sort of  already had a narrative of  what my story was go-
ing to be, I thought doing a new mind map with a few evolved ideas 
would allow me to view it with some objectivity and perhaps it would 
encourage me to come up with a better idea and not restrict myself  
to what I chose at the beginning of  this unit.

As shown in the map I made, I branched out into 3 ideas, the Narnia 
style being the original idea I had. I was torn between the Story-
Brooke Style and the Parallel Timelines and decided to present it 
during the Tuesday Workshop to receive some feedback on which 
idea works better. (Seen on the next page) I also picked the books that 
I would like to parody for my story. These 4 books are popular on 
BookTok, each representing a specific genre.

Map of Ideas
@Ideation & Process
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Chapter 4 Self-Directed Brief

• Parallel timeline works for a wider audience while Storybrooke idea 
works specific for those who already know the content of  the original 
books
• Layout for the map and world build is really interesting
• The reason why people like Once Upon A Time – inspiration for 
the storybrooke idea, is because they are familiar with the characters 
beforehand from the fairytales they read as children. Therefore, the 
parallel timeline idea could be used as the first step to a wider project
• The parallel timeline idea has more commentary on the style and 
story of  BookTok popular books
• Think about how it will be presented – Would it be like a manu-
script? A proper bound book?

Feedback

Map of Ideas
@Ideation & Process

Branching out the ideas with more information allowed me to ex-
plain the flow of  the stories during the workshop better. The feed-
back given was really useful and I decided to go ahead with the par-
allel timelines idea because it does tie in with my enquiry better than 
the other one.

Reflection
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Chapter 4 Self-Directed Brief

Once I picked the parallel universe idea, I began to chart out the 
storyline. I first wrote out the types of  characters I would like to be 
present within the stories, the stropes that I would use and then a 
graph to deconstruct the 4 books I had chosen as inspiration for the 
individual stories.

Story Graphs
@Ideation & Process

While I was writing out the graphs, I realised that it would be almost 
impossible to mold these into the same alternate stories as they had 
such distinct midpoints and climaxes integral to their plot. I realised 
that it would make more sense to mold the stories around a core chart 
of  tropes. This would show that if  tropes were used as the foundation 
of  these stories, they would not have turned out as well as they did.

Reflection



Share

555

100

See Translation

Original sound

18

Chapter 4 Self-Directed Brief

I first created a graph of  where each trope would have to sit within 
the story and then reconstructed the stories to fit this tropes into the 
narratives. A sample of  the one I did for The Secret History can be 
seen in the images.

I presented these graphs during the Tuesday Workshop and I pitched 
the idea of  including these with the manuscript as a little guidebook 
for the story. It was well-received and Rosalie said these graphs them-
selves are a piece of  design and perhaps it doesn’t need to be scaled 
down into a book but can be kept as is.

Molding the Stories
@Ideation & Process

I thought about what Rosalie said regarding these being a piece of  
design and wondered how can I take this further and make it more 
interactive for an audience? I realised that showing the process of  
deconstruction and reconstruction might be interesting for someone 
unfamiliar with these stories to see how the tropes have affected the 
narratives of  them.

Reflection
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Chapter 4 Self-Directed Brief

Based on my reflection, I decided that the graphs should come in 3 
layers.

• Layer 1: Original story on a cardstock
• Layer 2: Tropes graph on tracing paper
• Layer 3: Final story on acetate

These layers would be stacked on top of  each other with the first 
layer being the foundation and the third layer being the top. The use 
of  tracing paper would allow a glimpse of  the original story to peek 
through as it is being rewritten into the final structure.

While bouncing ideas off my friend, I got the idea of  turning the 
pages into a flip book. I did a mini test version of  a pop-up book idea 
I had for the graphs to see how it would fold. I had placed the two 
narrow black boards between each page but it made the pages sit at 
an angle once folded. I decided to therefore remove them and the 
pages sat nicely once stacked up together. 

@Ideation & Process
Flip Book

My next course of  action would be to think of  how these will be pre-
sented, would they be spiral-bound so that people can flip through 
it? Or could it be a 3-d model stacked up with cubes between the 
pages to separate them so that the audience can peek through to see 
between them?

Reflection
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Chapter 4 Self-Directed Brief

@Realisation
Flip Book

I used the laser cutter in digital fabrication to cut out mountboards 
into frames and then glued them onto each graph sheet. I used strips 
of  black paper to join them up and turn them into the flip books.

I think it was a good choice to get the frames laser cut as it gave the 
frames a crisp edge. I really liked how the flip books turned out be-
cause the transition from the original story to the new story is clear 
and the way the pages stack up show the process of  deconstruction 
and reconstruction with the original story blurring out by the tropes 
and new story taking over.

I had originally intended to create a TikTok video promoting the 
stories, however, with all the design work I was already doing, Betty 
said it would be fine for me to hold off on the video and perhaps save 
it for next time. I therefore decided that my design outcomes would 
be these flip books, design covers for the parodies, represented as 
bookmarks, and a manuscript of  one story.

Reflection
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Chapter 4 Self-Directed Brief

@Process
Manuscript

With the story chart in place, I used one of  the parodies to form a 
sample manuscript of  how the story would have turned out if  it fol-
lowed the new structure. I used ChatGPT to form parts of  the story 
as I speak about computer-generated fiction in my enquiry essay and 
this would be an experiment on how well an A.I. can author creative 
writing. The images are screenshots of  examples of  what I had asked 
the A.I. to write for me.

While doing this, I found a limitation of  the coding. I tried to get it 
to write an accidental murder scene for me and it refused to do so.

This shows how an A.I. can never truly replace a human because it 
will always be controlled by the person who coded it.
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Chapter 4 Self-Directed Brief

I decided to do book cover designs to go along with the charts as a 
visual aid to show how the books would look if  they were published. 
I chose to use a cartoon style design on the covers because there is 
an insurgence of  this design style all over BookTok’s favourite books.

Bold Colours

Bold colours are now more popular than ever to 
dress up bookcases.

Stylised Graphic Design

Stylised cartoonish characters and whimsical type-
faces have become part of  the bright colour aesthet-
ic of  book cover design. There is a trend of  having 
an imagery based on the narrative of  the novel be 
on the centre of  a design.

Floral Flourishes

There is also an insurgence of  natural and envi-
ronmental aesthetic that has been used to represent 
everything from romance to high fantasy.

Mythology

This genre has made a come back with its cover de-
signs inspired by the ancient source of  their stories 
and the mythologies.

Gimmicks

A book cover that completes when novels are placed 
together to create one full image is a type of  gim-
mick well-loved by readers as it looks wonderful on 
their bookshelves.

@Research
Book Cover Design
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@Ideation & Realisation
Book Cover Design

I took elements from the original cover designs and inspiration from 
the word “melody” to turn a Greek lyre into a bow and arrow.

I chose to use this typeface for the title because it has overtones of  
Greek, Phoenician and Runic alphabets. 

DALEK TYPEFACE

The Melody of Achilles

Chapter 4 Self-Directed Brief
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@Ideation & Realisation
Book Cover Design

The original cover design for this book was simple with a bold title. 
Due to the fact that I was using BookTok’s beloved illustrated style 
covers, I used elements from the story to inspire the design of  the 
cover. The building represents the dark academia aspect of  the story 
and the two graves represent the murders that occur within the story.

Amador is a blackletter font designed in the spirit of  the Arts and 
Craft movement. I thought this would be an appropriate typeface be-
cause black letter was used for manuscripts and documents through-
out Europe from the end of  12th century to the 20th century. It is an 
appropriate style for the dark academia themes of  the story.

Amador Typeface

The Classified Past

Chapter 4 Self-Directed Brief
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@Ideation & Realisation
Book Cover Design

I chose to use yellow as the background because it is a colour that 
represents science. I made an illustration of  a bunsen burner with a 
beaker to represnt the experimental element of  the characters’ rela-
tionship and the STEM setting of  the story.

This is a lively and upright script that is energetic yet elegant. I chose 
to use this for the title in order to keep with the main romantic theme 
of  the story.

Caprizant Typeface

The Infatuation Theory

Chapter 4 Self-Directed Brief
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@Ideation & Realisation
Book Cover Design

I used the vines from the original cover to inspire the details of  the 
new cover and chose a deep red for the background colour as tribute 
to the original. I created an illustration of  the masquerade mask in-
tegral to the story. 

This is a Blackletter style font with extravagant flourishes and forms. 
I chose this typeface because it is both beautiful and commanding 
and fits with the fantasy genre of  the book.

Baroque Text Typeface

Isles of Thistles and Lilacs

Chapter 4 Self-Directed Brief
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28During my formative assessment feedback, it was mentioned that 
someone who is not familiar with my project may not understand 
what my outcomes represent, therefore I decided to create an A5 
infograph about my project and the outcomes.

I thought about how it should be presented and since I had some 
leftover mountboards, I used those to create a stand for the infograph 
that could be placed next to the graph flip books.

@Ideation & Realisation
Infograph

Chapter 4 Self-Directed Brief
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Objective

The objective of  this project is to encourage audiences to 
engage on BookTok (a TikTok sub-community of  readers) 
with a more critical lens and think about how trope mar-
keting — recommending books based on how it made a 
creator feel and the tropes present in the novel rather than 
the plot itself, may be doing a disservice to the books and 
authors who wrote them. It should also generate discussion 
about the domino effect Trope Marketing has on the con-
cept of  storytelling and authorship.

Design Outcomes

1. A series of  charts that show how different the stories of  
BookTok’s favourite books would be if  the authors had used 
a standardised trope list as the foundation of  the story.

Layer 1: Original Story
Layer 2: Standardised Trope List
Layer 3: New Story

2. A sample manuscript of  how one of  the stories would 
have turned out if  it had followed the new storyline chart.

3. Cover design mockups for each parody.

4. Bookmarks with the cover designs.
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